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in 1917 accepted a personal invitation from the British
commander-in-chief, then Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig,
to tour the Western Front No one threw things.

The fact that in war Shaw is as much out of his element,
reason, as a fish out of water, does not discount his prophetic
skill in war and peace alike. What prophecy was shrewder
or more accurate than Shaw's of 1940, at the age of eighty-
four ? ' The prospect/ he wrote, * is not tempting; for if we
lose we shall be bled white by the victors, and if we win
we shall have to bleed ourselves white. ... If I were a
gambler I should back the neutrals for the real win, with
Russia and the United States neck and neck.'

VI
The final stroke of this lightning sketch is at once a
warning and an accusation.
Shaw is not infallible, not a substitute for the Encyclo-
paedia Britannica. This warning is the more necessary
because, while carefully disclaiming omniscience, Shaw yet
likes to play Sir Oracle; and also because he, probably more
than any other polemical writer, gives the impression of
knowing all the answers. He has a winning way with him.
Let us beware of itl His approach is so inviting, his com-
pany so lively, his solicitude for your understanding so pains-
taking, his meaning so clear, his dynamite so well laid, and
his explosions so well timed that nothing is more fatally easy
than to succumb to the vigour of his attack. With him,
argument becomes an art. Those full-dress arguments,
his essays and prefaces, are so decked out and embellished,
so buttressed and reinforced with the artifices of the born
debater; and the pains he takes to convert his audience,
be it a Royal Commission inquiring into the censorship,
vivisectionists, anti-Ibsenites, or what you will, are so meticu-
lous that unless on their guard the layman and the neophyte
collapse with:' What a performance! What a man 1 There
is nothing he does not know.'
Now not only does Shaw not know everything, but what
he does know he reddens with his political opinions. In